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Master Recycler 
Quarterly Potluck 
Wednesday June 26th,  6-9pm 
Glenwood Central Receiving Station 
Master Recycler Classroom 

 
SHARE: Food and beverage  
PLAY: Wheel of RRR  
LEARN: Positive outreach tips  
CONSTRUCT: New questions 
 
Completion Certificates will be 
presented to Master Recyclers 
who have finished field training. 
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Green Fence Affects Recycling Industry 
By Editorial Staff, Resource Recycling  

The plastics recycling industry is grappling 
with what to do about China's Green Fence, 
with some arguing it's a disaster and others 
saying it's the best thing to happen to 
domestic plastics recycling in years.  

Last February, China announced a 10-
month enforcement campaign relating to 
the import of waste and recycling 
materials into the country. The 
regulations, which passed in 2009, 
mandate that incoming bales of 
material must have contamination 
levels of less than 1.5 percent. The 
enforcement of the tougher standards has hit mixed plastic bales 
and Nos. 3-7 bales especially hard, with containers either piling 
up at Chinese ports or being shipped back to the U.S. at a 
shipping cost to Los Angeles/Long Beach of approximately 
$2,100 per container. Affected mixed bales are ones where 
contaminants consist of unacceptable levels of metal, paper, 
organic material or other non-plastic materials. Plastic bales 
where the "contaminants" are simply other resin types are 
typically not targeted.  

Those that have been calling for increased domestic recycling of 
plastics for years are embracing the move.  

"This is great news for American processors," says Scott 
Saunders, general manager for KW Plastics. "I don't buy the 
argument that MRFs [materials recovery facilities] have 
nowhere to sell material. There are lots of ready recyclers here 
in the U.S."  

Many argue that since Chinese inspection officials have made 
exporting plastic material considerably more difficult, it will 
actually stimulate more recycling in the U.S. and make the 
domestic market more competitive with Chinese buyers. Some 
sources have told Plastics Recycling Update that the crackdown 
over the last few months has already stimulated increased 
activity in the domestic market.  

But others are urging caution. Arguing that many MRFs have 
not invested in the technology necessary to produce bales with 
low enough contamination rates to be useful, other sources tell 
PRU that they fear a collapse in No. 3-7 collection & recycling, 
with much of the material potentially heading to landfill.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

Google 
Images 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AnN6f38hE-MrdDZGbW9sdElIdEJqSUNzMWFBQ2IyZkE&usp=sharing
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REUSE in the Garden 
 

READ   
The Revolutionary Yardscape: 
Ideas for Repurposing Local 
Materials to Create Containers, 
Pathways, Lighting, and More  
Written by Matthew Levesque, Published by 
Timber Press of Portland, Oregon 

 
REPURPOSE 

 

 
 

 
 

 

RECREATE 
 

 
Not sure you can 
even call 
something 
‘Garden Art’ 
unless it is made 

using salvaged 
materials. 

 
Photos from Etsy 

Letter from the Editor 
We have been told for years that the raw materials for 
plastic, namely crude oil and natural gas, are of a limited 
and finite supply, but that plastic itself will be with us 
forever. Public awareness of plastic pollution in the oceans 
is increasing and the concern about this pollution problem 
is the main reason sited as one municipality after another, 
including Eugene, bans the free distribution of thin, 
plastic, carry-out bags. 
 
Another type of plastic, mixed rigid material, has ceased 
being recycled in our area for the time being as the result 
of China’s Green Fence policy (see front page). Meanwhile, 
across the country in New York City, Mayor Bloomberg has 
just announced that mixed rigid plastic has been added to 
that city’s recycling program. 
 
Why have we, here in Oregon, lost our mixed plastic 
recycling opportunity when across the country it is 
expanding? Well,  in order for a company to be interested 
in any scrap material, the amount available must be low or 
no cost to acquire, extremely abundant and predictably 
and steadily supplied. New York City has the population of 
many Midwestern states combined and therefore has an 
ample supply. More plastic manufacturing exists in the 
east and south than in the northwest so domestic markets 
may be available for the New York mixed plastic scrap.  
 
To be clear: plastic bottles, tubs and jugs are still 
accepted in curbside recycling and at Lane County 
transfer stations. Transfer stations also continue to 
collect clean film plastic that is not black in color. Transfer 
stations are not collecting plant pots at this time but 
community member are exploring ways to get unwanted 
plant pots to those who would like them. International 
Paper is not accepting any type of plastic at their public 
depot. If you have plastic you would like to recycle with 
International Paper you will need to call them to learn 
what they can accept commercially. I will keep you posted 
on any new developments and I hope you will do the same. 
 
In March of this year, the Sustainable Packaging Coalition 
announced the successful soft launch of How2Recycle 
labeling. The explicit labeling system is intended to assist 
the recycling public and produce higher capture rates of 
recycled scrap. Perhaps this will lead to an expansion of  
items accepted for recycling as 12 brand names put their 
products on the line and insist that their packaging be 
recycled anywhere it is sold. That is one possible outcome 
but by no means certain. I choose to be hopeful. Kel 
 
A photo gallery of the packages currently carrying the How2Recycle 
label is available at http://www.how2recycle.info/gallery/ 

Photos submitted by  
Jeannie Callaway, Spring 2013 

Dresser Drawer Garden 

Photo submitted by 
Jodi Boas, Fall 2010 

Plastic - any of a wide range of synthetic or semi-synthetic organic solids that 
are moldable. Plastics are typically organic polymers of high molecular 
mass, but they often contain other substances. They are usually synthetic, most 
commonly derived from petrochemicals, but many are partially natural. 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycwasteless/html/recycling/recycle_what.shtml
http://www.how2recycle.info/gallery/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synthetic_polymers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organic_chemistry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molding_(process)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organic_polymer#Organic_synthesis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molecular_mass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petrochemical
http://www.powells.com/s?kw=The+Revolutionary+Yardscape%3A&class=


 

Congratulations to 
Master Recyclers 

who have completed 
Field Training! 

 

2012/2013 Rachel Carson  
Environmental Science Academy 
The Entire Class!  
Led by science teacher and 
Master Recycler Sarah Ruggiero, 
21 Churchill High School seniors 
completed classroom and field 
training. These Master Recyclers 
volunteered more than 750 hours 
mo va ng parents, peers and 
younger students to reduce solid 
waste at school and at home.  
 

Fall 2011 Class 
 

Troy Gile 
Troy is a recycler at work and a  
reuse advocate everywhere! 

 
Fall 2008 Class 
 

Julie Berndt 
If variety is the spice of life then 
Julie has had a very flavorful 
field training experience.  

 
Thank you and congratulations!  
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

May-October Cuthbert Concerts  
Waste Free Oregon 

To see a list of concerts go to: www.thecuthbert.com 
Email: willywray@yahoo.com        Phone: (541) 232-3824 
Free admission to the concert before your volunteer shift.  
Sorting recycling and compost after an event is a HANDS ON activity. 
 

June 12-14 UO Reusables Collection 
Student Housing 

Go to: http://tinyurl.com/UOMoveOutCollection 
Email: rjhath@uoregon.edu            Phone: (541) 346-0929 
Rescuing reusables in view of the public is an EDUCATION activity. 
  

June 21 Summer Solstice Dash Bash  
Email: kiml@willamalane.org        Phone: (541) 736-4520 
Event recycling in view of the public is an EDUCATION activity. 

 
NEW EVENT June 29 The Dirty Dash 

Howard Buford Recreation Area  
Email: lala@thedirtydash.com       Phone: (541) 514-5010 
T-shirt plus free event entry before or after your shift  
Event recycling in view of the public is an EDUCATION activity. 
 

July 19-20 Springfield SummerFair 
Email: kiml@willamalane.org        Phone: (541) 736-4520 
Sign up by July 1 to receives free admission for 2 people. 
Event recycling in view of the public is an EDUCATION activity. 
 
NEW DATES July 24-28 Lane County Fair 

Go to: http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerBooth 
Email: kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us     Phone: (541) 682-2059 
Free admission on the day of your volunteer shift. 
Staffing an outreach booth is an EDUCATION activity. 

 
NEW EVENT August 16-18 Heritage Fair 
& Timber Show 2000 N. Douglas Rd, Cottage Grove 

http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclersInCottageGrove  
Email: kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us Phone: (541) 682-2059 
Staffing an outreach booth is an EDUCATION activity. 
Event recycling in view of the public is an EDUCATION activity 
 

August 24-25 Eugene Celebration 
Downtown 

Go to: http://tinyurl.com/EugeneCelebrationBooth 
Email: kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us Phone: (541) 682-2059 
Staffing an outreach booth is an EDUCATION activity. 
 

Is YOUR name missing from 
this list? If you would like a log 
sheet for reporting Master 
Recycler activities go to:  
http://tinyurl.com/
MasterRecyclerLogSheet 
You can print this form or, if you 
have a free Google account, you 
can save-as a copy (change the 
name), fill in the form and share 
it with me. If this does not work 
let me know and I will get a log 
sheet to you another way. 

http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerLogSheet
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NextStep Nixes Fees 
 
Electronics refurbisher and training 
organization NextStep recently 
stopped charging fees for items they 
can accept* for reuse, refurbishing 
or recycling.  Households? Free. 
Businesses? Also free. Increased 
operational efficiency, reduced 
space costs and the need for more 
material are just a few of the 
reasons Executive Director John 
Barnum cited for the change. 
 
“Even though some things cost us 
money to recycle, we don’t want to 
turn any material away if it means 
that it will end up in the landfill.”  
 
Laptops, desktops and tvs are free to 
recycle and are banned from Oregon 
landfills and incinerators due to the 
hazardous materials they contain. 
Items like copiers, printers and 
scanners are not banned but may 
also contain  hazardous materials.  
 
*NextStep cannot accept wall thermostats, Freon-
containing appliances, Styrofoam or hazardous 
waste. 

Get Involved 

AOR is a nonprofit coalition of individuals, governments, 
nonprofit organizations, and businesses committed to 
encouraging waste prevention and recycling in Oregon. Join 
AOR at the Seaside Convention Center in June 6-8, 2013 for 
its annual conference and trade show. http://www.aorr.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
Membership includes local business people, professionals, 
investors, not-for-profit leaders, and government 
representatives committed to building a more socially, 
environmentally and financially sustainable local economy. 
Luncheon presentations and networking meetings are held 
monthly at the Eugene Hilton. http://greenlane-sbn.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their goal is to provide well-researched analysis, to help 
insure that citizen's views are expressed, and that policy 
decisions are based on all the facts. The best places to gather 
information and to find out ways to take action is through our 
website by visiting our "Advocacy", "Resources" and "Get 
Involved" pages. http://www.recyclingadvocates.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re a community of problem solvers – parents, community 
leaders, teachers and students, people of faith, entrepreneurs, 
scientists and more – working to create a more healthy and 
just world. http://www.storyofstuff.org/ 
 

If it plugs in to the 
wall or runs on a 

battery we’ll take it! 

Businesses 
too? 

You 
bet! 

Recycling Electronics 
with NextStep is FREE! 

http://nextsteprecycling.org/
http://www.aorr.org/
http://greenlane-sbn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Recycling-Advocates/531945923493538?ref=stream
http://www.storyofstuff.org/
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Summer Reads 
 

Switch: How to Change Things 
When Change Is Hard 
Switch asks the following question: Why is it so 
hard to make lasting changes in our companies, 
in our communities, and in our own lives? The 
primary obstacle, say the Heaths, is a conflict 
that’s built into our brains. Psychologists have discovered that 
our minds are ruled by two different systems—the rational 
mind and the emotional mind—that compete for control. The 
rational mind wants a great beach body; the emotional mind 
wants that Oreo cookie. The rational mind wants to change 
something at work; the emotional mind loves the comfort of the 
existing routine. This tension can doom a change effort—but if 
it is overcome, change can come quickly. 

The Heaths bring together decades of counterintuitive research 
in psychology, sociology, and other fields to shed new light on 
how we can effect transformative change. Switch shows that 
successful changes follow a pattern, a pattern you can use to 
make the changes that matter to you, whether your interest is in 
changing the world or changing your waistline 

Go to: http://heathbrothers.com/ for additional resources. 
 

Influencer: The New Science of 
Leading Change 
The truth is, we all need to be better 
influencers. Hardly a day passes that we don’t 
try to influence others to do something 
different. We do our best to motivate employees 
to demonstrate more concern for profitability. 
We struggle to enable our teams to complete 

projects on time and on budget. In summary, we continually 
work on ways to exert our influence, but we regularly fall short. 

An Influencer motivates and enables others to change. 

Influencer combines the skills used by hundreds of successful 
change agents with five decades of the best social science 
research. It delivers a proven model for changing entrenched 
behaviors across teams and organizations. 

Learn how to identify a handful of high-leverage behaviors that 
lead to rapid and profound change, use vicarious experience to 
change thoughts and actions, and marshal multiple sources of 
influence to make change inevitable. 

Influencer gives you powerful strategies to create rapid, 
dramatic, and permanent change in others – whether that’s your 
team or entire organization.  

Go to: http://www.vitalsmarts.com/influencer/  to learn more. 

Beyond Commingle  
First Congregational Church 

Sunday April 7, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 paper sacks of 
mixed metal 

2 grocery sacks of 
items for MECCA 

grocery sack 
of natural corks 

grocery sack 
of CFLs 

small sack of metal 
wine wrappers 

7 1/2 large bags 
of Styrofoam 

17 1/2 large bags 
of mixed plastic 

http://heathbrothers.com/books/switch/
http://www.vitalsmarts.com/influencer/
http://www.fcceugene.org/earth_stewardship.html


 

Lane County Public Works  
Waste Management Division  
3100 E 17th Ave. Eugene, OR  97403 

Our Mission 
Master Recyclers bridge the gap 
between awareness and action by 
motivating people to reduce solid 
waste at home and in the workplace. 

 
Master Recycler Volunteers 

In order to ensure the continued 
success and generous support of this 
program, please report your hours! 
 

 
Recycling Coordinators 

If you received Master Recycler 
support for an event please fax the 
volunteer sign-in sheets to Kelly 
Bell at (541) 682-2353. We wish to 
acknowledge the efforts of Master 
Recyclers at our quarterly potlucks. 
 
Printed on Recycled Paper with 100% post-
consumer waste. Let us know if you wish to 
receive this newsletter without the paper. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
May-October Cuthbert Amphitheater Concerts  
June 12-15 U of O Reusables Collection Week 

June 21 Summer Solstice Dash Bash  
NEW EVENT June 29 The Dirty Dash 

July 19-20 Springfield SummerFair 
NEW DATES July 24-28 Lane County Fair 
NEW EVENT August 16-18 Heritage Fair 

August 24-25 Eugene Celebration 
 

See page 3 for information on how to volunteer. 

 Master Recycler Potluck 
 

Wednesday June 26th,  6-9pm 
Glenwood Central Receiving Station  

Master Recycler Classroom 
 

SHARE: Food and beverage  
PLAY: Wheel of RRR  
LEARN: Positive outreach tips  
CONSTRUCT: New questions 

 

Certificates will be presented to newer Master 
Recyclers who have completed field training. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Need a refresher? 
 

Lane County Master Recyclers are 
life-long-learners. We invite you to 
sit in on a class session  or attend a 
tour with current Master Recyclers 
in-training. Master Recyclers of long 
standing may even re-take the entire 
class if desired. Contact Kelly to 
obtain the current training schedule. 

The emailed version of this newsletter contains links to web-
sites and email addresses. If you are reading the paper copy 
and would like information contained in a link or wish to 
receive the newsletter via email please call (541) 682-2059.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AnN6f38hE-MrdDZGbW9sdElIdEJqSUNzMWFBQ2IyZkE&usp=sharing



